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The new standard is being tested in simulations by the U.S. Department of Energy, and is 
expected to provide energy savings an average 21 percent higher than current energy codes.  

 International growth of the green building movement 

The USGBC has become a world leader in green building because of two key differences from 
similar organizations: 

1. We have developed sustainable design and construction best practices with the consent of 
our membership. 

2. We are the only green building organization that requires third party validation.  

A number of other countries have begun to adopt our standards. The World Green Building 
Council was launched to host this new marketplace with 14 fully functioning Green Building 
Councils, and 36 other nations are on a path toward establishing theirs.  

Each country must create its own standards, as customs and codes vary so much regionally. It’s 
essential that each region institute the efficiencies, customs, and best practices that are most 
effective for its climate and culture.  

 Water resources 

Our visit to the Arizona desert reminded us that in many places, water is increasingly scarce. 
Touring a local wastewater treatment plant illustrated some of the water resource issues 
Southwesterners face. Although they’ve made progress in conservation measure, their 
sustainability footprint for water resources is based on antiquated models of water supply. The 
water conservation challenges Arizonans face are enormous, and revolve significantly around 
shifting public opinion. Today water supply is still very cheap in the desert, although costs are 
expected to increase significantly over the next few years. 

— Samuel Pobst, Principal, LEED AP, 
Eco Metrics LLC 

Looking Ahead 

The architects, engineers, builders, marketers, educators and others who filled the Phoenix 
Convention Center came to connect, to test the waters, to expand their green building IQ, and/or 
to pitch a product. Their presence made it clear the green building sector represents a steadily 
growing bright spot in today’s economy.  

This year’s theme, “Main Street Green,” placed the emphasis where it belongs, because Main 
Street ultimately will drive the demand for energy savings, resource conservation and a healthier, 
more sustainable quality of life throughout 2010 and beyond. 

— Chuck Otto, Principal,  
Corporate Sustainability Communications 


